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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 August 2005 . 
2a)\Z\ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . 1 This action is in response to the Appeal Brief filed on August 5, 2005. Claims 1 
- 18 were originally received for consideration. Therefore, presently pending claims are 
1 -18. 

Response to Arguments 

2. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on March 30, 2005, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1.131 or 1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made 

2. Claims 1 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gimbert et al. (Publication Number: 2002/01 16620), in view of Dobbins (Publication 
Number: 2002/0066033). 

As per claim 1,6, 11 and 15, Gimbert teaches a method in for transferring a 
digital document, comprising the steps of: 

posting the digital document on a server accessible via the network (Gimbert: 
Paragraph [0023] Line 8-10: hypertext links are posting the document via the 
network); 

Gimbert does not disclose expressly mapping from a number of destination 
addresses to a respective number of security identifiers via a directory server. 

Dobbins teaches mapping from a number of destination addresses to a 
respective number of security identifiers via a directory server (Dobbins: Para [0071] 
Line 16 - 18 and Para [0088] & Figure 1 Element 20 / 80: (a) the anonymous IP 
address used to further protect subscriber ID, as taught by Dobbins, is qualified as the 
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security ID (b) the Directory Server (Figure 1 Element 80) organizes subscriber's 
security information in a relational DB such that the switch interface can read the 
information efficiently from the Directory Server (Para [0088]), 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Dobbins within the system of Gimbert 
because Dobbins teaches effectively managing content resources among the 
subscribers, switches and directory server in a networking environment (Dobbins: Para 
[0009]). 

adding a number of access privileges to the digital document in a computer 
system via a network using the security identifiers (Dobbins: Para [0009] Line 14-17 
and Para [0082] Line 11 -12). 

As per claim 2, Gimbert as modified further teaches: 

generating a number of email messages in the computer system to be 

transmitted to the number of destination addresses, respectively (Gimbert: see for 

example, Paragraph [0016] Line 2-10); 

associating a uniform resource locator of the digital document on the network 

with each of the email messages (Gimbert: see for example, Paragraph [0016] Line 9 - 

10); and 

transmitting the email messages to the respective destination addresses on the 
network (Gimbert: see for example, Paragraph [0022] Line 34 - 35). 
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As per claims 3, 8, 13 and 17, Gimbert as modified further teaches mapping from 
the number of destination addresses to the respective number of security identifiers via 
the directory server (see claim 1 ) further comprises the step of transmitting each of the 
destination addresses to the directory server along with a request for the security 
identifier associated therewith (Dobbins: Para [0088] Line 4 - 5 and Para [0082] 1 1 - 
16: Dobbins teaches providing a Directory Server (DOE 80) as a single repository for 
much or all security information regarding the subscribers and allows the switch 
interface to read the desired information efficiently from the Directory Server). 

As per claims 4, 9, 14 and 18, Gimbert as modified further teaches adding the 
number of access privileges to the digital document in a computer system via the 
network using the security identifiers further comprises the step of listing the security 
identifiers received from the directory server in an access control list associated with the 
digital document (Dobbins: Para [0009] Line 15 - 17 and Para [0071] Line 16-18: 
Dobbins teaches security ID should be used to protect the subscriber ID). 

As per claims 5 and 10, Gimbert as modified further teaches authenticating a 
client device attempting to access the digital document via the network (Gimbert: see for 
example, Paragraph [0021] Line 10-16). 

As per claims 7, 12 and 16, Gimbert as modified further teaches the digital 
sender service further comprises logic to generate and transmit a number of email 
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messages to a corresponding number of destination addresses on the network, wherein 
each of the email messages includes a uniform resource locator of the digital document 
on the network (Gimbert: see for example, Paragraph [0023] Line 3-10). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Longbit Chai whose telephone number is 571-272-3788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Longbit Chai 
Examiner 
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